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THE BREAD AND THE CuUP

Matthew 26:26-30

Our Lord Jesus instituted a new Memorial upon the
old foundation d the Jewish Passover, when he said,
"Do thisin remembrance of Me."

Werecall the circumstances of the first Memorial--just
before our Lord's trial and crucifixion, in the upper
room with the eeven disciples who had remained
faithful to him. We read of the blessing of the Bread
and of the Cup, the fruit of the ving; and aur Lord's
dedaration that these represented His broken body and
shed blood. Which was scrificed to pay the ransom
price for al of mankind. The price, a perfed human
being, was required to pay the debt for Adam’'s $n and
the subsequent death sentence that came upon all man-
kind.

Let us take time to look at the significance of the em-
blems, the bread and the wine that our Lord used to
remind us of his great love towards us in presenting
himself as aliving sacrificeto his Heavenly Father.

TheBread:

The bread we remember was part of the food used for
the Passover. It had special significance in that it was
unleavened bread (leaven was a symbal of sin under
the Law, and the Jews were commanded to remove all
leaven from their homes during the Passover season).
The unleavened bread (pure, unfermented) represents
tousour Lord's snlessflesh which He gavefor us.

We are told in Hebrews 7:26 that our Lord Jesus was
“holy, harmless undefiled and separate from sinners’-
-i.e. without any contamination from Father Adam,
and hence free from sin. This enabled Him to become
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the Redeemer of Adam and his
race, this permitted Him to give
His life "a ransom for all, to be
testified in due time"--1 Timo-
thy 2:3-6.

Our Lord earlier in his ministry
alluded to the bread representing [ =t e =——
his body in John 6:48 “1 am that ———————
bread o life” Later in the chapter (50-51) He tells us
"This is the bread which comes down aut of heaven,
so that one may eat of it and nd die. | am the living
bread that came down aut of heaven; if anyone eats of
this bread, he shall live forever; and the bread also
which | shall give for the life of the world is My
flesh." (NAS)

The disciples and those around aur Lord would not
have understood the significance of his datement. It
was not until after his death and resurrection, and the
bestowing of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost that the dis-
ciples would understand the meaning o His words.

The partaking of the unleavened bread at the Memo-
rial season, means to us the appropriation to aurseves,
by faith, of justification to life --a human life--with all
its privileges, which aur Lord at His own cost pro-
cured for us.

The Apostle Paul, through dired revelation, (nat being
present at the first Memorial), explains our special re-
lationship to the bread in 1 Cor 10:16-17 “...Is nat the
bread which we break a sharing in the body of Christ?
Since there is one bread, we who are many are one
body; for weall partake of the one bread.” (NAS)

The Cup

This cup held the wine that was at the feast of the
Passover, . Our Lord took the cup of wine and gave it
a new meaning. The fruit of the vine symbolizes the
blood that our Saviour' shed for us, His human life,
His being, poured aut unto death on aur behalf.
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The grapes must submit to the presaure that will ex-
tract all their juices, they must be crushed and lose
their identity as grapes, if they would become wine,
Our Lord had to give up Hs will and was crushed,
shedding his blood for us before he could beame the
Redeemer, not only for us but for al the world that
was condemned in Adam.

Apostle Paul tellsusin 1 Cor 10:16 “Is nat the cup of
blessng which we bless a sharing in the blood o
Christ?...” We therefore have the privilege of sharing
in Christ’s sacrifice, not through aur own merit, but
through Christ’s merit. We have the privilege of sacri-
ficing aur all, however poor or insignificant it may be,
totheglory of our Heavenly Father.

Our Commitment
In the next chapter he adds “For as often as you eat

this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord' s
death until He comes” 1 Cor 11:26 (NAS). This re-
quest to remember our Lord's great sacrifice was
made without the threat of penalty for the Apostle
knew that all that trusted and appreciated the great
sacrifice of Christ, placing faith in his Ransom would
gladly celebrate the Memorial each year.

Concluding thought

“He blessed it” These words st apart the loaf and the
cup from the rest of the Passover for a new purpose by
prayer and thanksgiving. We do not find any set form
of words of prayer used by our Lord upon this occa-
son. No doubt Matthew could have included the
words of the prayers in his Gospel. By leaving them
out, we as individuals have to take time to refled on
their significance before we approach aur Heavenly
Father in prayer on this pedal occasion.

ENTERED INTO REST

Brethren were previously advised of the passng o our
dear Brother in Christ, Malcolm Price on 24 Novem-
ber 2001 Further personal details have now been pro-
vided by Bro Greig Tosh who dficiated at his funeral
service.

“Malcolm was born in 1947to Brother Wilf and Sister
Rae (Rachel) Price, thus benefiting from the warmth
of a Christian home. Malcolm attended his first Bible
Study class in 1989 and was baptized in 1991 (in
Western Australia), which delighted his father but was
an event which he regretted that his by then deceased
mother could not witness. His father gave him a good
foundation in the basic fundamental truth doctrines
and this proved a blessing to the Nambour class which
hejoined in 1995

The Nambour class also benefited gestly from his
musical abilities and was introduced to a variety of
new hymns. Bro Malcolm served as chairman o stud-
ies and with addresses which he gave at Conventions
until ill health reduced his opportunities of service.
The diagnosis of cancer and inability to work gave
him the opportunity to review the priorities of his life
and he came to the decision to close his workshop for
goad in arder to servethe Heavenly Father only.

While there was gill a glimmer of hope for recovery,
he planned various possbilities for pulishing the pre-
cious “Good News’. Meantime, Bro Malcolm listened
to taped addresses from American and local brethren
and this sustained and nourished his siritual life until
his concentration failed and his sustenance was re-
duced to the “Manna’ text in the morning, a “Precious
Promise” at noon and a later “Song in the Night” as

well as hymns. He was ready to go tome, peacefully
falling asleep on the 24™ of November at 12 roon, af-
ter a “precious promise’ was read to him. He was aged
54,

Bro Malcolm Price had a great reverence for the Lord
God and thus was zealous over nat mingling the holy
with the common, of which his parents and particu-
larly his mother Sister Rae were examples. He will be
greatly missed”

(Bro Greig's funeral address outlined the plan o God
for His present people and for al mankind and in-
cluded thelovely words of Rev 21:3,4 and portions of
BSH hymns 232and 391)

———————_—_——e—

MANY sleep, but not for ever;
There will be a glorious dawn;
We shall meet to part, no, never,
On the resurrection morn.
From the deepest caves of ocean,
From the desert and the plain,
From the valley and the mountain,
Countlessthrongs dhall rise again.
BSH 232

There' s no place where earthly sorr ows
Are more felt than up in Heaven;
There' sno place where earthly failings
Have such kindly judgment given.
Search the Scriptures, search and see
God in mercy judgeth thee.

BSH 391

—"———————_|
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REFLECTING OUR LORD’S IMAGE

Think of us embarking onour course along the narrow
way. We're running for the high calling in Christ Jesus.
And what a calling that is - an opportunity to be on the
throne with ou dear Lord and Master up in the heavens
to share in his inheritance The thought of sharing that
kind d position d immortal life is, | think, simply
mind-bogding to al of us. What an honou to have
been caled to run for such a position. We @n appred-
ate that it's going to require the utmost testing through
conseaation. The Creator of the universe has deigned to
cal each of usto come. Can we accept the thought that
the grand Creator of this universe will look down upon
a smal corner of the galaxy, one tiny little planet, one
spek of the enormity of space and select one small
creature, fallen, mis-shapen and broken as we ae, and
say, Would youlike to become a son d the Creator of
the universe and share His very nature? Could we ever
accept the oncept and believe it withou the assurance
provided through the scriptures and, of course, enormity
of faith?

It takes great faith to accept the cursethat islaid before
us. We have sacrificed ou earthly life-rights and
throughconsecration recsived the robe of Christ’s right-
eousness and our failings, our faults, and ou shortcom-
ings have been covered. Through that lens of Jesus
we're observed by the very Creator of the universe as
thoughwe're actualy perfect. What a though to have
the faith that it takes to really acapt this. As we look at
our many praoblems, the problems that beset every one
of us, we tend to concentrate so much on ou failures
and nd on ou successs. If we're overcome by our fail-
ures, perhaps we aren't letting ou faith in Jesus have its
full effect. We won’t bewhade unlesswetake had uypon
that which our dear Lord provided for us. Our eyes
have been touched and according to ou faith we see
things the rest of the world oy dream of. What we
have, the whole world is dill I ooking for, and we ve got
it! We shoud surely appredate it.

“Toyou it isgiven”

Matt.13:16-17: “ Blessed are your eyes, for they see
and your ears, for theyhear. For verily | say unto you,
That many prophets and righteous men have desired to
seethose things which ye see and have not seen them;
and to hear those things which ye hear, and have not
heard them.” The religious leaders of Jesus day shoud
surely have turned to the Lord and said * This wonderful
man o miracles can teach us much’ but in spite of what
they saw they said he @st out devils through the prince
of devils. They shut the doa on their own opportunity.
Imagine to seethe dead raised in the name of God and

nat believe that here was one that had much geater
power than any of them, and ceclare that the Son o
man and d God did it throughthe power of the devil.
That's aterrible indictment.

In Matt.13 we have the parable of the sower who spread
forth seed on certain types of ground and verse 8 says:
‘But other fdl into good ground, and brought forth
fruit, some an hundredfold, some sixtyfold, some thirty-
fold. Who hath ears to hear, let him hear.” Our ears
have been unstopped so that we @n hear and see as no
others have ever been able to see that revealment of the
divine messenger. And having seen it, what are we mo-
tivated to dd? To grow, to bring forth fruit, the fruits of
the Spirit, in order that we might be profitable servants
of our dear Lord. We should see ourselves grow in
grace and truth and understanding. This shoud motivate
us to be more pleasing to ou Heavenly Father day after

day.

We recall how the disciples came to Jesus and said to
him: “Why speakest thou unto them in parables? And
he answered and said urto them, Because it is given
unto you to know the mysteries of the kingdom of
heaven but to them it is not given” (Matt.13:10,11).
Have you ever thowght that what you have is truly a
very rare privilege. It isn't acommonthing at all. Were
amost like being members of an exclusive world soci-
ety. We @n be active in proclaiming God's plans to
everyone but it seems that very few understand a ap-
preciate it except a very few of the present society. So
it's indeed a rare privilege to have been drawn by God
himself to understand His divine plan and run in the
race for the high calling. It is certainly an gpportunity
that we must take full advantage of.

In Matt.13:12, it says. “ For whosoewer hath, to him
shal be given and he shall have more abundance but
whosoever hath nat, from him shall be taken avay even
that he hath.” This is rather an oddway of saying it.
Normally you would think that if a person doesn’t have
very much, he would be the one you would want to gve
more to, or if a person hes alot you wouldn't want to
give him more. But that simply isn’'t the arrangement of
God. Here we have the truth, we have His blessngs, and
are we taking full advantage of them? Are we proving
our worthinessand ou loyalty as God's people? If we
don't, perhaps it will be taken away from us. They are
too predous, too gand, too wonderful, to be lightly
thougt of.

In the next verse, our Lord said: “Therefore speak | to
them in parables. because they seeing see not; and
hearing hear not, neither do they understand.” That's
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really the way it is generaly with the world. They will
hear us and perhaps me even appredate the truth to
some measure, but unlessthey have the hearing ear and
the Lord has touched their minds to see these things,
they will not see them. That’s really a miracle, isn't it?
That is prodf to you that you have been touched by the
very mind and heart of God himself because you share
these inmost seaets, becuse it is given to you to know
the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is
naot given. Godisredly so generous in the things He has
provided for us. It is really beyond comprehension. We
surely must, in some measure, be worthy of it, therefore
we must strive @nstantly to pay attention to the Lord’s
overruling, His leadings in ou lives, to be sensitive to
all that He would have us do.

In Col.2:1-3, weread those words of Paul: “ For | would
that ye knew what great conflict | havefor you, and for
them at Laodcea, and for as many as have not seen my
face in the flesh; that their hearts might be comforted,
being knit together in love, and unto all riches of the fulll
asaurance of understanding, to the acknowl edgement of
the mystery of God and d the Father, and of Chrigt, in
whom are hid dl the treasures of wisdom and knowl-
edge.” We have nat seen Paul’s face but we fully ap-
preciate his admonitions and we are really knit together
in love. The one ommon bondis love for the truth and
lovefor the Lord, withou which we would probably not
be together. W€ ve received an understanding d God's
plans and purposes, the mystery of God, the opportunity
to be a part of Christ’s body. Teaching every man in all
wisdom was Paul’ s concern. Wisdom is the right use of
knowledge and Paul wanted to present every believer
perfed in Christ Jesus.

“Sowalk yein Him”

The Apostle achieved complete maturity in Christ Jesus
and he presents ome very important considerations in
this letter to the Colosdans.

¢ Encouragement, that their hearts might be @m-
forted. Our English word ‘encourage’ means with
heart’. To encourage people is to give them new
heart. Shallow sympathy makes others feel worse,
but true spiritual encouragement makes them feel
better.

¢ Endearment, being knit together in love. The ma-
ture Christian loves the brethren and seeks to be a
peacemaker and not a troublemaker. He is part of
the spiritual unity of the durch. The immature per-
sonis Hfish and causes division.

¢ Enlightenment means full assurance of understand-
ing. The mature dild of God hes assurance in his
heart that he is indeed a child o God. The spiritual
knowledge that he has acquired constantly enlight-
ens him and directs him daily.

¢ Godwants His children to have understanding, wis-
dom and knowledge. The word that Paul uses in the
3" verse translated ‘understanding literally means
‘to be placed together’. It's the ability to assess
things. Wisdom implies the ability to defend what
we understand. Knowledge suggests the ability to

grasp truth.

“ As ye havetherefore received Christ Jesus as Lord, so
walk ye in him.” (Col.2:6) And hawv can we do that?
How can anybody follow in the footsteps, in those very
perfed foatsteps? Only through faith in His sacrificing
merit, confidence in our Lord's help, will we ever be
able to follow in his footsteps. Col.2:7 says. “Rooted
and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye
have been taught, abounding therein with thanksgiv-
ing” . When you are really rooted as one of God's peo-
ple, the winds may blow, even bresk a branch o two,
and o al superficial injury, but if those roats go deep
they will feed the trunk no matter what the damage.
They will grow and continue aboundng with thanksgiv-
ing. We shoud aways be thankful for what the Lord
has provided for us. How much o God s plan would we
know without those studies in the scriptures? | think it
would be very little. And | think it is the way the Lord
has arranged for us at this end d the Age, the way that
He has sen for usto receive spiritua instruction.

In 1 John 3:14 we have avery important scripture that
we shoud always keep in mind: “We know that we have
passed from death urto life because we love the breth-
ren. He that loveth not his brother abideth in death.”
Think o the impact that scripture shodd have on us.
Hereit is said to be so important that we know we have
passed from death urto life because we love them; that
if we dorit love our brethren we are still dead, we are
abiding in death. If we love the brethren we would do
al that we @n on their behaf and demonstrate that
God s love has come into ou hearts because we're able
to pessit onto ahers, that we indeed love our brethren.
If were busily engaged in helping ou brethren, the
very action o doing so will cause us to ignore many of
our own problems. We might find that our own prob-
lems are nat so important after al as we are so intent on
helping ou brethren.

Jesus Chrigt is the standard of love for Christians. “ A
new commandment | give unto you, That ye love one
ancther; as | have loved you, that ye also love one an-
other” (John13:34). Then he repeats, “T hisis my com-
mandment, That ye love one another as | have loved
you.” (John15:12). We are not to measure our Christian
love against the love of some other Christians and actu-
aly pick someone whose love is more of an excuse than
an example, but against the love of Jesus Christ, our
Lord. The old commandment becomes new as we see it
fulfilled in Christ. In 1 John2:9-11 we have these very
important words of the Apostle of love: “ He that saith
he is in the light and hateth his brother is in darkness
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even until now. He that loveth his brother abideth in the
light and there is none occasion of stumbling in him.
But he that hateth his brother is in darkness and
walketh in darknessand knoweth not whither he goeth
because that darknesshath blinded his eyes.” Here we
have an illustration d light and darkness If a Christian
walks in the light and is in fellowship with God, he will
also bein fellowship with athers of God s family. Love
and life go together, just as hatred and darknessgo to-
gether. It is very easy to talk about love for the brethren
but it’'s © much more difficult to practise it. For one of
God s people to say or sing that he loves the brethren
while he actually hates anather believer, it is for him a
lie. With this bering thought, it is impossble to bein
fellowship with the Father and ou of fellowship with
ancther Christian at the same time. This is the reason
that God established the church and the fellowship of
believers. You can't be a Christian alone. A person can-
nat live a complete and developing Christian life unless
heisin fellowship with God s people.

What we say should be an expression d our character.
We should not need extra words to fortify what we say.
Our yes should mean yes and our no shodd mean na
So if we say we arein thelight, we will prove it by lov-
ing the brethren. Many of God s people need to be en-
couraged, loved and acaepted. When we practise Chris-
tian love we find life getting much brighter. Hatred is
what darkens life. When true Christian love flows out of
our hearts, we will have greater understanding and
greater perception d spiritual things. | think thisis sug-
gested by Apostle Paul in Phil .1:9-10: “ And this | pray,
that your love may abound yet more and more in knowl-
edge and in dl judgment; That ye may approve things
that are ex@lent; that ye may be sincere and without
offence till the day of Christ.” | think these verses have
much geater impact from the amplified version: “ And
this | pray, that your love may abound yet more and
more and extend to its fullest development in knom edge
and in dl keen insight that your love may display itself
with greater acquaintance and more comprehensivedis-
cernment so that you may surely learn to sense what is
vital and approved, what is excellent and of real value,
recognising the highest and best, distinguishing the
moral differences that you may be untainted, pure and
blameless so that your hearts may be sincere and cer-
tain and unsullied so that you may approach the day of
Chrigt, not stumbling a causing othersto stunble.”

“InHis Steps’

In 1 Peter 2:21it says that Christ has left us an example
that you shoud follow in his geps. | like the modern
tranglation that says. “He left you an example that you
must be following in his footsteps.” Andif wefollow in
the foatsteps of ancther, we will aways arrive & the
same destination. So if we follow in the footsteps of
Christ, we @n’t go astray, we will never be lost, we will
aways be with the Lord — here, now and hereafter in
that heavenly kingdom. It is recrded in John 12:26

that: “If any man serve me, let him follow me; and
where | am, there shall also my servant be: if any man
serve me, himwill my Father honour.” What an honou
to contemplate for each one of us that divine nature,
glory, honour and immortality. When the Master called
the disciples to follow him, he meant that they should
follow his precepts, his commandments, his example of
faithfulnessto His Father.

The first step the man Christ Jesus was advocating was
conseaation. We have given up our own will, as Jesus
did, and we substituted for it the will of our heavenly
Father. We have given wp al earthly treasures and am-
bitions and presented our bodies as “a living sacrifice
that we may be hdy and acceptable to God, which is
our reasonable service. (Rom.12:1). It was a reasonable
service for Jesus then, and it certainly is for us now. It
would be unreasonable to accept God s marvellous fa-
vour and then neglect to live up to the mnditions at-
tached to it. We should always ek to know and to do
the things which constitute a reasonable service. The
constant study and appredation o God s word is vitaly
necessry. When Jesus had taken that first step of con-
secration, He recaived the Holy Spirit. Do you have evi-
dence that you have received the Holy Spirit? Don't be
too quick to say No. Consider these factors: Do you un-
derstand the deep things of God s plan? Do yau under-
stand the significance of the fall, the ransom, the mm-
ing restitution d all things? Do you appredate the high
caling and you participation in the sin dfering and in
the blesgngs of al the families of the earth? If you dq
then you have the strongest evidence of the Holy Spirit.

1 Cor.2:10,11 says: “ But God hath rewealed them unto
us by his Sprit: for the Sprit searcheth all things, yea,
the deep things of God. For what man knoweth the
things of a man, save the spirit of man which isin him?
Even so the things of God knoweth no man but the Spirit
of God.” Of course, there ae other evidences of the
Holy Spirit such as the fruits of the Spirit given to us by
the Apostle Paul in Gal.5:22-24: “ But the fruit of the
Soirit is love joy, peace longsuffering, gentleness,
goodness, faith, meeness temperance against such
there is no law, And they that are Christ’'s have auci-
fied the flesh with the affections and lusts.” The posses-
sion and development of these qualities is certainly an
evidence of the Holy Spirit. We must constantly review
our daily actions to seeif we ae making progressin the
development of these growth factors. Our lives passby
very quickly, just a sped of time in God's timetable.
We must take full advantage of every waking moment
to conscientiously develop these graces.

| like the thoughts presented to us by Peter in 1 Peter
2:5: “Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual
house, an holy priesthood, to doffer up spiritual sacri-
fices acoeptable to God by Jesus Christ.” As conse-
crated children of God we are living, small stones,
rough by nature and out of harmony to a large ectent
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with that chief cornerstone, that top store laid in
heaven. We must be chisdlled and polished to prepare
us to be duly united with al these in ane grand glorious
temple, the temple of God beyond the veil. We must
fully co-operate with the Lord in our own devel opment
which includes these graces of the Spirit. It is 9 easy
for us to react in a negative manner to the devel opment
of these growth factors under the presaures of various
experiences of our lives. God lays great stress on loyal,
loving doedience on the part of al of His children. In
Rev.3:12 we read: “ Him that overcometh will | make a
pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go nho more
out: and I will write upon him the name of my God, and
the name of the dty of my God, which is new Jerusalem,
which cometh down out of heaven from ny God: and |
will write upon him nmy new name.” Thisisredly a de-
scription d the consummation d our hopes. The temple
of which we ae living stones is siown complete. We
want to be a part of that new Jerusalem that will rule
and bless dl the world o mankind in the name of
Christ.

Rev.3:21 gives us this promisel “To him that over-
cometh will | grant to sit with mein my throne, even as |
also overcame and am set down with my Father in his
throne.” If Christ sits on the throne of God and we ae
granted to sit on Christ’s throne, we will surely have
rulership of all things. And | think this is confirmed in
Rev.21:7: “ He that overcometh shall inherit all things;
and | will be his God and he shall be my son.” What a
fantastic reward is held ou for the overcomers! This
isn't really the only reason we want to be overcomers.
We want to be overcomers becuse we know it pleases
God, beause Christ, our example, has overcome and
we want to follow in his footsteps. We want to be with
Him, we want to be where He is. In Rom.8:17 it says.
“And if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint
heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that
we may be also dorified together.” And in Phil.1:29
Paul wrote: “ For unto you it is given in the behaf of
Chrigt, not only to beieveon him, but also to suffer for
his sake” From our studies in the life of Jesus and the
apostles we redlise that they endured much in the way
of physical suffering in the service of God and also a
great deal of persecution.

“To suffer for His sake”

A study of our lives reveals a disgmilarity. Why should
this bother us? Are our lives to be just the same as Jesus
and the apostles? Does the expresgon ‘suffering for
Christ’ mean only direct persecution in God's srvice?
The sufferings of Christ have a very broad meaning far
beyond physica suffering and dred persecution in
God's srvice. Pastor Russdl suggested any sufferings
we have because of our membership in His body are a
part of the sufferings of Christ. Whatever it has cost you
to gve up your own will, to keep your own wil | submis-
sive to God, to be faithful to the principles for which
Christ stands, are al a part of the sufferings of Christ.

That's a quatation from the 1915 Question Book, page
679. After quating 1 Peter 5:10 Pastor Russdll made this
remark: “We think that the suffering takes in al of pre-
sent life's experiences” (Reprint 4750). He therefore
suggests that the meaning is endurance of al hardship
and dfficulty necessry in maintaining ou standing as
new creatures and ou standing for the truth. As to what
this would mean would vary according to each individ-
ual circumstance.

The original meaning of the word *suffering isvery im-
portant. From Strong we find that the definition is
‘something undergone that is hardship or pain’. That
would be hardship of any kind endured for the sake of
the truth, for God's srvice, for the sake of ourselves as
new creatures. I'm sure that over the years we have
heard brethren in the truth use the expresson‘We're not
of the world’. That’staken from John15:19. “ If yewere
of the world, the world would love his own: but because
yeare nat of the world, but | have chosen you out of the
world, therefore the world hateth you.” Our Lord said
to the Jews recorded in John 8:23 “ Ye are from be-
neath; | am from above ye are of this world; | am not
of thisworld.” Jesus said to Pilate just before His cruci-
fixion: “My kingdom is not of this world.” (John 18:36)
and in a sense we are identified with outer space Our
Lord said in John 6:38 and in severa other places: “ |
came down from heaven” so we who are in Christ are of
adifferent world. And what a fantastic thougt! What a
positionwerein! We aein effed a separate nation liv-
ing in the midst of the people of this world. We're a
peaceful nation. We keep their laws except where there
isaviolation d conscience involved.

Weretold in Rom.13:1 to be subjed to the powers that
be, and the Apostle Paul said in Titus 3:1: “ And remind
them to be submissive to Governments and Authorities,
to obeyrulers, and to be ready for every goad work.”
We redlise that the Lord has permitted these govern-
ments to kegp a measure of order in the world and we
can be thankful that for the most part we have been pro-
teded by the police powers of the world’' s governmental
bodies. We have seen the drastic results where govern-
mental control has been abused o lost. Government
control has made it possble for us to carry on the har-
vest work. We have been able to proclaim the gospe
message for the most part withou hindrance. Let us not
fail in ou determination to overcome the world, the
flesh and the devil and let us go about enthusiastically
despite al the obstacles and al the opposition we en-
counter. It can be done. Our Lord said in John16:33: In
the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good
cheer; | have overcome the world.” He showed us the
way. Let us follow in his footsteps. Let us reflect His
image

(Convention AddressE L)
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“ASYE SEE THE DAY APPROACHING”

On 11" September in the year which we have known as
2001 the sense of security of the western world was
shattered by the greatest act of terrorism the world has
ever known. As you krow, on that day airline aircraft
were hijacked. Two o them were flown into the twin
towers of the World Trade Centre in New York City,
one in the north tower and the other in the south tower.
A third aircraft was flown into the Pentagon , the head-
quarters of the US defence network. A fourth aircraft
crashed in the countryside of Pennsylvania, apparently
after a strugde on the flight deck. In al, several thou-
sand people were killed. The events of that day were so
dramatic that several world leaders have said the world
will never be the same again. The world will never be
the same again. What a momentous gatement!

Those events raised questions in the minds of Bible Stu-
dents worldwide. If indeed the Bible is the Word of
God, if indeed the Bible @mntains God s plan for man-
kind, then what does the Bible say about the events of
11™ September? Surely events which world leaders rec-
ogrise have canged the face of the world forever,
surdy those events would be mentioned somewhere in
the Scriptures. | know that many of you have done your
research, and | have done mine. Wdll, | can't find any-
thing which can in any way be construed to mean that
the events of 11™ September are prophesied in the Bi-
ble. That fact raises ancther question. What then dd Je-
sus mean when He exhorted His disciples to watch? We
are watching. World leaders are watching. We have
sean events 9 dramatic that the world will never be the
same again, and yet we @an't find anything in the Scrip-
tures which directly relates to those events.

What then did Jesus mean when he urged His disciples
to watch? His exhortation has even greater moment
when we realise it was nat just a passng comment. It
wasn't just aremark. No, he devoted a whde parable to
His disciples exhorting them to watch. We often refer to
it as ‘the parable of the wise and fodish virgins'. |
know we sometimes try to read into the parable symbol-
ism but whatever symbolism you wish to read into the
parable, to my way of thinking the primary purpose of
the parable is contained in the last verse. In Matt.25:13
He says. ‘Watch, therefore, for ye know neither the day
nor the hour.” And so | though perhaps at that time, in
view of the events of the last twelve morths and 11"
September in particular, it would be profitable for us to
refresh ou minds regarding a couple of aspeds of our
watching.

God’s Timing
The first asped we shoud refresh our minds about is
the speed with which God moves. We al know that

God moves dowly, at least in human terms. In my cor-
responcence with some brethren overseas, one of the
texts which we all know well indicating that God moves
slowly is in Hab.2:2,3 which reads: ‘ And the Lord an-
swered me and said, Write the vision and make it plain
upon tables, that he may run that readeth it. For the vi-
sion is yet for an appainted time, but at the end it shall
speak, and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; because it
will surely come, it will not tarry.” And so those verses
clearly indicate that there is going to be a time of wait-
ing. Thowgh it seem to tarry, wait for it. That's al very
wdl, but what does it mean to us? Will it tarry aday, a
week, a month, a year, ten years, twenty years? What
does it redly mean that it will tarry? Do we have ay-
thing that we @an use as ome sort of time stick, atime
measure, as to what it meansto tarry?

I would like to suggest to you that we do have a passage
of Scripture which shows us quite clearly what it means
for the vision to tarry. It's a vision with which you are
al very familiar, and that is Nebuchadnezza’s dream
recorded for us in Daniel chapter 2. Let us take a few
moments to nde a couple of points from the record o
this dream. We al know the story, how he had this
dream and couldn't recall what the dream was about. It
was revealed to Daniel what the dream was and also the
interpretation d the dream. He saw the image of this
great man - head of gold, breast and arms of silver,
thighs and belly of brass legs of iron and feet of iron
and clay. And he beheld urtil there was a stone, cut out
withou hands, that struck the image on the feet and the
image ollapsed, and the stone then grew to fill the
whole erth. In oder to help us appredate what it
means for the vision to tarry, let us think about the time-
frameincluded in that vision.

We have the starting point of the vision because in
Daniel 2:38 it was revedled to Danid that Nebuchad-
nezzar was that head of gdd. So we have the starting
point. We know that the Babylonian empire was super-
seded by the Medo-Persian and so, in Daniel 5:28, once
again the breast and arms of silver are identified for us
by name, the Medes and Persians. No question! We fur-
ther know about the belly of brass That was the Greek
empire, and that is told to ws very clearly in
Dan.8:20,21. Thefourth empireis nat named, however |
think it is a very reasonable assumption that the fourth
empire was the Roman empire. Let us just think about
the timeframe between Nebuchadnezza and the end d
the Roman empire. What happens then? The stone cut
out withou hands grikes the image on the fed, and all
parts of it crumble together. In verse 35: ‘ Then was the
iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold, broken
to pieces together, and became li ke the chaff of the sum-
mer threshingfloors; and the wind carried them away,
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that no place was found for them: and the stone that
smote the image became a great mountain, and filled
the whole earth.’

If you think o the timeframe between Nebuchadnez-
za’'s day and the end of the Roman empire, that gives
us how many years? | leave you to come to you own
conclusion about how many years. Considering the time
for that part of the vision to be fulfilled, how many
years will it take for the stone to grow and fill the whade
earth? That vision conveys to me some meaning to the
thougtt that the vision will tarry. Yes, God is outside
time, and one day with the Lord is as athousand years
and athousand years as one day.

“Watch Therefore”

But Jesus' exhortation was to watch, ‘Watch, therefore’.
Do we have any other signposts along the way? We
have Daniel’ s prophecy and we @n wait for the stoneto
grow and fill the whole erth. But do we have any other
signpost to tell us just where we are on the stream of
time? We know that no man knows the day nor the
hour, and so my comments from now on are not meant
to infer that we do know the day and the hour, because
we don't. Nevertheless| want to suggest to youthat we
do have some signposts to tell us where we are on the
stream of time, perhaps in more detail than the dream
recorded in Daniel 2. One of the signposts which | wish
to suggest to you is the time of Jacob’s trouble recorded
for us in Jer.30. A second signpost would be the vision
of the valley of dry bones recorded for us in Eze37. A
third signpost would be the vision o the valley of Je-
hosephat in Jod 3, and a fourth one the time of trouble
givento usin Matt.24. So, Jacob's trouble in Jer.30, the
valley of dry bones in Eze.37, the valley of Jehasephat
in Jod 3, and the time of trouble in Matt.24. | suggest to
youthat thase four prophecies can be signposts to us.

Now just a couple of comments about using signposts.
There are two very important points when we come to
read a signpost. First of al we have to know what we
are looking for. If you don't know that you are looking
for Smith Stred or Church Stred, the Freeway or the
city, you coud easily passthe signpost withou know-
ing that you have pas=d it. So with any signpost we
have to know what we are looking for. Do the Scrip-
tures indicate that we shoud know what we are looking
for? Yes, they do. Let’s look at Jesus’ words in Luke
21:25-28 where Jesus said: ‘ There shall be signs in the
sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and yon the
earth dstress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and
the waves roaring; Men's hearts failing them for fear,
and for looking after those things which are coming on
the aarth: for the powers of heaven shall be shaken. And
then shall they see the S of man coming in a cloud,
with power and great glory. And when these things be-
gin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your
heads; for your redemption draweth nigh.” That infers
to me very clearly that Jesus intended that His foll owers

would know what they were looking for ‘when these
things come to pass, then look up’. In aher words, we
shoud see them. They have been prophesied, so that
when they do come we redli se that they are beginning to
come to pass. Yes, we shodd know what we are look-
ingfor.

For the sake of time | would like to pick ou just one
more verse which to me clearly indcates that we should
know what we are looking for. That verse is Heb.10:25:
‘Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as
the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and
so much the more, as ye seethe day approaching.” How
do we know that it is the day that is approaching unless
we know what constitutes the day? | suggest to you that
we do need to know, and we are told we will know, and
we are able to know the signs of the mwming d the day.
That is not to say we know the day or the hou but we
do know the sigrs.

The second important point about using signposts is to
keep ahead o the game. If you are using a stred direc-
tory and yau are looking for Smith Streg or Church
Stred and it’s already passed, and you are cncentrating
on looking forward to the sign which is aready behind
you, would you seeit? No, you won't. Also, you might
very well missother signs which aretherefor you to see
but becuse you have been concentrating on the sign
that has passd, you in fact overlook the signthat is just
coming W. In aviation there's a very tragic story of an
accident that occurred in the Gibson Desert where an
aircraft returning to base flew past the actual destination
but the pilot didn't realise it. So they flew on and kept
looking out for what they thought was their destination,
but the destination was well behind them. There were
other signs in the desert which indicated to them that
they had passed their destination but because they were
so far from their destination they didn't realise the later
signs. The aircraft flew on, ran ou of fuel, crashed in
the desert and the whole five aew perished. The same
thing appliesto us. We need to keep ahead of the game.

Four Signposts

So then, try to keep ahead o the game. What about
these four signposts — Jacob’s trouble, the valley of dry
bones, Jehosephat and the time of trouble. The question
is, has any of them come to passat this point of time or
shoud we still be looking for them to come? This is a
very goad question. | want to suggest to you that maybe
some of the events have passed. | would like to suggest
that maybe esen Jacob’s trouble is past. | cannot give
you al of the reasons for my suggestion in the time al-
lowed but what we @n do is have a quick look at
Jeremiah Chapter 30 and take just four verses there
which | will leave you to think about becuse these
verses ®an to me to describe the outcome of Jaab’'s
trouble.

Beginning in Jer.30:3 we read: ‘ For, lo, the days come,
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saith the Lord, that | will bring again the aptivity of my
people Israd and Judah, saith the Lord: and | will
cause them to return to the land that | gave to their fa-
thers, and they shall possessit.” That was the promise.
Andin verses 4-6: ‘ These are the words which the Lord
spake @ncerning Israel and concerning Judah. For
thus, saith the Lord, we have heard a voice of trem-
bling, of fear, and not of peace Ask yenow, and see
whether a man doth travail with child. Wherefore do |
see eery man with his hands on his loins, as a woman
in travail, and all faces are turned into paleness.” |
suggest to youthere is considerable meaning in the fact
that a man was travaili ng with child and not a woman,
althoughwe haven’t time to dscussit today. Then in
verse 7: ‘Alas! For that day is great, so that noneislike
it: it is even the time of Jacob’s trouble; but he shall be
saved out of it.” Then verse 10: ‘Therefore fear thou
not, O my servant Jacob, saith the Lord; neither be dis-
mayed, O Israd: for, lo, | will savetheefrom afar, and
thy seed from the land of their captivity; and Jacob
shal return, and shall beinrest, and be quiet, and nane
shal make him afraid.” The questionis, do we see evi-
dence today of Jacob having returned? Even the begin-
ning d Jacob having returned? Certainly we cannct say
that heisyet in rest andin quiet. No, God takes time to
work out His purposes, but that is the mnsequence of
Jacob’strouble. Verse 11: ‘For | amwith theg saith the
Lord, to save thee though | make a full end of all na-
tions whither | have scattered theg yet will | not makea
full end of thee but | will correct theein measure, and
will nat leavetheealtogether unpunished.” Yes, He will
make a full end o al nations whither He has scattered
them, nat yet fulfilled. Is 11" September part of that?

I now want to refer to the time of trouble referred to in
Matt.24. | know that the time of trouble described in
Matt.24:21-22 has always been projected into the future.
| understand there is substantia justification for that
point of view, but let us just stand back again and reve
anather look at this. In Matt.24:21,22 it says. ‘For then
shal be great tribuation such as was not since the be-
ginning of the world to this time, no, nor ewer shall be.
And excapt those days dwould be shortened, there
should no flesh be saved: but for the ded’s sake thase
days shall be shortened.” Frankly, | have aways had
trouble with that, ‘For the ded’s sake those days shall
be shortened’. | had trouble with that because hitherto |
have dways regarded that to refer to the church and
these days of tribulation would be shortened because of
the dhurch. But | have to ask myself two questions: first
of al, why would God shorten those days for the sake
of the dhurch? And secondy, who really are'the dect’?
You seg, in Matt.24:24 we read: ‘For there shall arise
false Christs, and false prophets, and shall show great
signs and wonders,; insomuch that, if it were possble,
theyshall deceivethe vey ded..

I’'m well aware that in the past | have felt quite cmfort-
able about making a distinction between ‘the ded’ and

‘the very dect’. With al resped to the King James Ver-
sion, the later translations dorit justify the use of the
word ‘very' there. Strongs Concordance does not say
that the use of the word ‘very' there is substantiated.
The NIV uses the words ‘even the dect’. And so it may
be that ‘the ded’ of verse 22 and ‘the very dect’ of
verse 24 are one and the same. | believe we have to test
everything, test al things, hold fast that which is good.
But who are these dect? Let’'s just look at the transla-
tionin Mark 13:20. The same passage there has a point
which comes out: ‘And exaept that the Lord had short-
ened those days, no flesh should be saved: but for the
elect’s sake, whom he hath chosen, he hath shortened
the days.” Now who has God chosen? Thereis no ques-
tion that He has called and chasen the members of the
church. No question about that at all! But when you
read I1sa.45:4 and chapter 43, we see that Israel was in
fact God s elect. Let us just read the versesin Isa.45.4:
‘For Jacob my servant’s sake, and Israel mine ded, |
have even called thee by thy name: | have surnamed
thee thoudh thou has not known me: My suggestion is
that the dect of Matt.24 could wdl be the nation d Is-
rad and nat the church. If that’s the ase (each one to
his own thinking), have we not seen in history a period
of time when the extermination d the nation of Isragl
would seem to be an absolute certainty, but the days
were ait short? The Third Reich! And what happened
shortly after the days were aut short? We have Isragl re-
gathered to its own land. | suggest to youthat that might
be ancther signpost to redise where we ae on the
stream of time.

“Knowing the Time’

We haven't gat time now to go into the valley of dry
bones and the vision d the valley of Jehaosephat, but if
you have time pursue the significance of Jehosephat. 2
Chron.20 is a good starting point, but we haven't got
timeto dscussit today. What I’'m saying to you today is
really nothing more than what the Apostle Paul wrote to
the Romans. In Rom.13:11-12 he said: * And that, know-
ing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of
sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than when we be-
lieved. The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us
therefore aast off the works of darkness, and let us put
onthe armour of light.” | ask the question, is it possible
that the night is further spent and the day is nearer at
hand than we perhaps redli se.

Let us then take to heart the exhortation to the Hebrews:
‘Let us not forsake the assembling of oursdves to-
gether ... and so much more as ye see the day ap-
proaching.” (GS)
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THE PEACE OF GOD

‘The peace of God which passth dl understandng,
shall ke your hearts and minds through Christ Je-
sus.” (Phil.4:7)

The word ‘peacg in the New Testament is from
Strong's 1515 and means ‘quietness rest, to set at
one again'. In the Old Testament it is from Strong's
7965and has the meaning o ‘safe, well, happy, to be
at peace and from 7999*to be safe in mind, body and
state, to make complete, make restitution, restore’.
Peace is here then defined as a state of quiet and tran-
quility, freedom from disturbance or agitation, calm-
ness repose. Such a state of mind in the text quoted is
affirmed o God, it is a mind tranquil, calm, undis-
turbed, never agitated nor even wearied a perplexed
by any o the cares of His vast dominions. As the
Creator of all things and the Originator of all law, our
Heavenly Father comprehends all causes and concerns
with predsion and all eff ects, and consequently knows
the end from the beginning.

Asit saysin Deut.32:3-4: * | will proclaim the name of
the Lord, and praise the greatness of our God. He is
the Rock, hiswork is perfed; andall hisways are just;
a faithful God who daes nowrong, upright and just is
he’ Gods peace is based upan man doeying His
commandments. We go back to when He created
Adam and Eve and placed them in the Garden o
Eden. The tranquility and beauty in perfect surround-
ings would have fill ed their hearts with awe towards
their Creator. Our Heavenly Father had provided for
Adam and Eve everything they would ever need. God
as a father shows that he has a father’s love for all his
intelli gent creatures, the whole family in heaven and
in earth, and that for His pleasure they were and are
created. He created them in His own likeness with the
same mental and moral aptitudes, that they might have
communion and fellowship with Him as children and
they with Him as a father. Thus, in mutual fell owship
and communion the Creator and the creature might
find pleasure, happinessand delight.

God, in His infinite wisdom, knew that the first par-
ents also neaded to be tested if they would be worthy
of this paradise and peace that He had provided for
them. In Gen.2:16,17 we read: ‘And the Lord God
commanded the man, You are freeto eat fromany tree
in the garden but you must nat eat from the tree of
knowledge of good and euil. When you eat of this you
will surely die’” Then came the temptation d Satan
through the serpent and Eve ate of the fruit, and then
Adam did. They had disobeyed God's commandment,
and therefore the penalty was given for their disobedi-

ence.

In Gen.3:9 we read: ‘By the sweat of your brow you
will eat your food until you return to the grourd, since
from it you were taken; for dust you ae and to dust
you will return.’ Adam and Eve were cast out of the
garden and were estranged from God. If we could for
a moment put oursdves in their place and imagine the
heart-wrench they must have felt and the longng to be
back in the garden to be once again in harmony with
God, enjoying His peace. From this gandpoint we can
realise that man has desired peace but because of sin
has nat been able to dbtain it. We see Satan as the foe
against mankind. Our Heavenly Father gives us in
Gen.3:15 the key to his destruction. We read: ‘And |
will put enmity between you andthe woman and le-
tween your seed and fers; he will crush your head ard
youwill strikehished.’

Since Adam, God has overruled lives of righteous
men. Because of Abraham's faithfulness and obedi-
ence to God, he was given this promise in Gen.22:17:
‘I will surely bless you and make your descendents as
numerous as the stars in the sky and athe sandon the
seashore; your sead will possessthe gate of his enemy,
andthrough your sedl al the nations of the world will
be blessd because you have obeya me.’” From Abra-
ham came the nation o Israd and they were also to be
given blessngs if they would dbserve and do all of
God' s commandments when coming into the promised
possesson o the land of Israd. In Deut.28:12 we read
‘The Lord will open the heavens, the storehouse of his
bourty, to send rain on your land in season and bless
all the works of your hand andin Psalms 29:11: ‘The
Lord will give strength to his people; God will bless
his people with peac€. But because of their sin, the
desired peace was not given to the nation o Israel. We
remember our Lord's words in Luke 19:42 when He
wept over Jerusalem, saying: ‘If you, even you, had
only known onthis day what would kring you peace,
but now it is hidden from your eyes.’

“Peacewith God’

So we can see that there can be no peace to man ex-
cept in the re-establishment of the relationship be-
tween himself and God. Since this relationship of sons
can only be re-established through Christ, there is no
peace to anyore out of Christ. ‘There is no peace
says the Lord, to the wicked' (I1sa.4825) and ‘the
whole world is under the cntrol of the evl one' (1
John 5:19). To have the peace of God then, we nead
to be at peace with God through justification.
Rom.5:8-11 reads: ‘But God demonstrates his own
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love for us in this, while we were still sinners Christ
died for us. ‘Sncewe have been justified by his blood,
how much more shall we be saved from God's wrath
through him; for if when we were God's enemies we
were recnciled to him through the death of his son,
how much more, having been recnciled, shall we be
saved through his life. Not only is this so, but we also
regoicein God through ou Lord Jesus Christ through
whom we have now receved remnciliation.” And in
Rom.5:1: ‘Therefore, since we have been justified
through faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ.’

To these justified children of God, sons and heirs of
this Age, God has not only granted His recognition but
also His gecial favour in dfering to them exceading
great and precious promises. Our Heavenly Father has
drawn us with a heavenly calling and invited us to be
part of the body of Christ, His Bride, and to be joint
heirs with Jesus in His Kingdam, and all the gracious
work of that Kingdam. It is to these new creatures be-
gotten and led by the Spirit of God that are promised
peace and mercy. Mercy because our best efforts to
walk after the leading o the Holy Spirit will be imper-
fect but God, who judges our hearts, desires and ef-
forts, is merciful and will not exped from us more
than we are able to perform. He gives His blessed
peace to these begotten ones who are led by His irit.

MORNING PRAYER

Lord, inthe quiet of this morning haur
| cometo Theefor peace, for wisdom, power
To view theworld today through love-fill ed eyes,
Be patient, understanding, gentle, wise;
To see beyond what seems to be, and know
Thy children as Thou knowest them and so
Naught but the good in anyone behald.
Make deaf my earsto slander that istold,
Silence my tongue to aught that is unkind,
Let only thoughts that blessdwell in my mind,
Let me so kindly be, so full of cheer,
That al | meet may fed Thy presence near.
O clothe mein Thy beauty, this| pray,
Let mereveal Thee, Lord, through all the day.
(Ella’S Schenck)

Rom.8:6 declares: ‘For the mind set on the flesh is
death, but the mind set on the Sgrit islife and peace’
Our Lord, on the last night of His earthly life, be-
stowed on His beloved dsciples His parting blessing,
His legacy of peace ‘Peace | leave with you;, my
peace | give yu. | do not give to you as the world
gives. Do nat let your heart be troudded and donot be
afraid.” (John 14:27) The promise was for that rest and
peace of mind which Jesus himself possessed, the
peace of God. It was the same peace which the Father
has always had. Jehovah's peace comes from within
Himself because He has al power and wisdom, and
knows the end from the beginning. The peace of
Christ came through His faith in God, faith in His wis-
dom and power and gace. So, also, if we would have
the peace of God, the peace of Christ, it must be cen-
tred in God by faith.

Peacethat endures

The peace promised is not the short-lived peace of the
world, which is smetimes enjoyed for a little while,
but it is the peace of God which Christ by faith en-
joyed. Although He was rich, for our sakes He became
poor. He lost friend after friend, and in His last hour
was forsaken by all the friends who remained. His
was the peace that endured through loss persecution,
scorn and contempt, and even amidst the agonies of
the Cross If we would know the foundation and seau-
rity of this abiding peace which is able to survive the
heaviest storms of life, we @n see it in the teaching
and example of thelife of our Lord and the Apostles.

We have many instances recorded in the Book of Acts
of the sufferings of the Apostles and followers of
Christ. Because of the jealousy of the priests and Sad-
ducees they were put in jail and beaten but when re-
leased they rejoiced because they had been accounted
worthy of suffering disgrace for the name of Jesus.
And we have the account of Stephen, who although
falsdly accused, gave a courageous withessto his faith,
and when being stoned fell on his knees and prayed,
‘Lord, do not hald this sin against them'. Herod had
the Apostle James put to death by the sword, and the
Apostle Peter arrested and put in prison, but the people
of the church prayed earnestly for him and the Lord
sent an angel to rescue him. The Apostle Paul, in de-
fending his ministry, in 2 Cor.11 speaks of his experi-
ence saying: ‘Fivetimes | recaved fromthe Javs forty
lashes minus one, threetimes | was beaten with rods,
once | was doned, threetimes | was shipwrecke, |
spent a night and a day in the open sea. | have bee
constartly on the move | have been in danger from
rivas, dangrs from my own courtrymen, in danger
from Centiles, in danger in the dty, in dange in the
courtry, in danger at sea, and in danger from false
brothers. | have laboued and toiled and often gore
withou slee. | have known hungr and thirst, and of-
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ten gore withou food. | have been cold and naked.
Besides evaything else, | face daily the presaures of
my concern for the churches!’

What was it that held them so firmly and gave them
such rest of mind while they suffered? It was their
faith, their faith in the love, power and wisdom of
God. They believed that what God had promised he
was able also to do, that His righteous and benevolent
plan would know no failure. [sa46:9-11 says
‘Remember the former things of old, for | am God and
there is nore like me, dedaring the end from the be-
ginning, and from ancient times things that are not yet
dore, saying, My coursel shall stand and | will do all
my pleasure: ... Yea, | have spoken it, | will also
bring it to pass | have purposed it, | will also do it.’
In Jehovah their faith was anchored and on His asaur-
ances they rested. So the Apostle Paul was able to say
in Rom.8"If God is for us, who can ke against us?
Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall
troule, or hardship, or perseaition, or famine, or na-
kedness or dangrs? No, in al these things we are
mor e than conguerors throughHimwho loved us, for |
am corvinced that neither death, nor life, neither an-
gels nor demons, neither the present nor the future,
nor any powers from the height, nor depth, nor any-
thing else in all creation will be able to separate us
from the love of God that isin Christ Jesus our Lord.’
It is only through steady, urnwavering faith that the
peace of God, the peace of Christ, will abide with His
people.

1 John 5:4 says: ‘This is the victory which overcomes
the world, even ou faith’. The blessed peace that
comes from the knowledge of the fact that God ac-
cepts us as joint-heirs with Jesus Christ if we continue
to faithfully follow in His footsteps is the basis of our
peace. No matter how heavily the storms of life may
assail us, we must never let go aur anchor. Always re-
member that the foundation of God stands surre. His
truth is our shied and buckler, that what He has prom-
ised he is able to perform, and covering aur human
imperfedions we have the imputed righteousness of
Christ. Jesus' peaceis in true reconciliation with God,
purchased with His death. It is the supreme remedy for
al fears and the legacy left for his heirs. Even as we
see the sad state of affairs in the world today, we can
have peace knowing that He is the atoning sacrifice
for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins
of the whole world.

We look forward to and pray for the establishment of
the Kingdom when the beautiful Old Testament prom-
ises of Psalms 37:11 have their fulfill ment: ‘ The meek
shall inherit the earth ard shall delight themselves in
the abundarme of peace’ and in Isa32 ‘Behdd,a
King shall reign in righteousness and pinces hall

rule injudgment.... and the fruit of righteousness shall
be peace andthe dfed of righteousness quietness and
asaurance for ever. And my people shall dwell in thee
in peaceable hahitation, and in sure dwellings, and in
quiet resting daces’ So, in conclusion, ‘When He
gives quietnesswho then can maketroube?’ and ‘ You
will keep himin perfed peace whose mindis gayed on
thee” Who but He, the God o all comfort, can gve
quietnessin the midst of trouble when we can come to
our loving Heavenly Father in prayer, not asking for
al disturbances to be removed, becuse it is nat al-
ways the divine will to bring peace in that way, but
asking for a loving, trustful submission to the will of
God. (BL)

‘May Thy will, not mine, be done;
May Thy will and mine be one.
Peacel ask, but peacemust be,
Lord, in being onewith Thee

THE BLESSED SECRET

“Beall at rest, my soul!” O blessed secret
Of thetruelifethat glorifies thy Lord;
Not always doth the busiest soul best serve Him,
But he who resteth on His faithful word.

“Beall at rest!” for rest is highest service,
Tothestill heart God ddh His secretstdll;
Thus dhdt thou learn to wait, and watch, and labour,
Strengthened to bear, since Christ in thee dath dwell.

“Beall at rest!” for rest alone becometh
The soul that casts on Him its every care,
“Beall at rest!” so shall thy life proclaim Him
A God who worketh and who heareth prayer.

“Beall at rest!” so shall thou be an answer
To thase who question, “Who is God, and where?’
For Godisrest, and where He dwell s is gill ness
And they who dwell in Him that rest shall share.
(FredaH Allen)
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